Alfold Parish Council  -Annual Report   - 11th May 2010
Our Parish Councillors during the last year have been Betty Ames, Nigel Budd, Chris Copus, Roy Enticknap, Colin Fraser, Nik Pidgeon   and myself, Jenny Masding.  I have been the Chairman and Nik Pidgeon, the Vice Chairman.  Nigel Budd was co-opted as a Parish Councillor in May 2009 following the resignation of Cyril Baily. I would like to thank them for all their work throughout the year on behalf of the village.
We have met at six full public Parish Council meetings over the last twelve months and have also held regular financial and planning meetings (also open to the public) at intervals between the full Council meetings.  All these meetings are scheduled a year in advance and displayed on our notice boards before the event. Parishioners are welcome to attend the meetings. 
We are often asked what we do.  Actually Parish Councils have very few powers BUT we can and often do express strongly the views, comments and opinions on many important issues on our resident’s behalf. Also we have to directly manage several amenities within the village.  This includes the regular maintenance of the commons, the old and new cemetery, the children’s play area and the jubilee pond.  This year apart from the normal regular supervision of the contractors doing the work, we have completed the following projects.

In the play area we have renewed the cushion fall, which is the safety surface in the toddler’s section and carried out extensive clearing of brambles from the back of this area and where they were growing into and among the cushion fall.  We have allowed £1000 in the 2010/11 budget to start a fund for replacement play equipment.  We recognise that there is a need to have a continuing programme for the improvement and, if necessary, the replacement of equipment.  But we are very mindful of the fact that we are only a small Parish Council with limited financial resources. 
 In addition to the routine care of the area round the Jubilee pond we have employed a specialist contractor to carry out major tree maintenance and extensive cutting back of the willows round the edges of the pond.

Roads:

I reported last year that the changes SCC Highways had recommended at the Crossways, which included a change in the junction  between  the slip road off the A281 and the Loxwood Road, aimed at ensuring vehicles enter the Loxwood Road with more caution, and the extension of the pavement from the bus shelter so pedestrians can cross the Loxwood Road more safely, had been completed.  Unfortunately funds were not available to make the recommended changes in the centre of the village aimed at controlling excessive speeds and ensuring more safety.

But we have urged SCC Highways to reconsider this project when they allocate funds for 2010/2011.  Their budget will presumably be finalised by now but we have no further news.
The state of the roads continues to dismay residents particularly after the very severe winter we have had.  We do report particularly bad areas to Daniel Payne, the Community Officer with responsibilities for urgent pothole repair but clearly there is still a lot of outstanding work to be done. However this is a widespread problem and judging by all the white lines defining the holes, repair work will be done by SCC as soon as possible.
Planning:

A major issue for Alfold has continued to be the present use and the future of Dunsfold Park.  Dunsfold Park lies largely within the Parish of Alfold and both its two entry and exit routes are through Alfold. The major impact of any intensification of usage on the site is the potential increase in associated traffic movements. When considering planning applications on the site Alfold PC has to take this factor into account in their considerations.

In September the Secretary of State announced his decision on the appeal by Dunsfold Park against Waverley’s decision to refuse permission for the building of 2,600 houses and the expansion of the industrial site.  He turned the appeal down mainly on the grounds that he considered that the existing road infrastructure in the area could not support the increase in traffic levels that such a development would produce.
 Throughout the year we have responded to several planning applications by Dunsfold Park to extend the present usage of the site or for a time extension for some of the temporary permissions already granted.  Permission was granted at the end of July for Saturday markets to be held.  This permission was granted for 12 months only not for the 24 months requested.  This was to enable Waverley to monitor the impact of any extra traffic generation before committing to a longer period. To date no markets have been held.  Very recently permission was given for outdoor filming on the site but this permission is subject to significant conditions.
Throughout the year we have considered various other local planning applications, too numerous to list in this report. All our planning meetings are held in public and details of all applications can be viewed on Waverley’s web site or at the Locality Office in Cranleigh.

Consultations:
Housing Options Consultation:

Waverley held a consultation with all their residents in March on the options for the siting of the new houses Waverley are required by government to provide by 2016. They suggested 5 options and asked the public to state their preferred option.  We debated this issue, attended a variety of information meetings and responded on Alfold’s behalf.  Full details of all responses are on Waverley’s web site but as yet we have had no feedback from Waverley.
NHS Surrey PCT Consultation: New NHS facilities in Cranleigh:  November 2009

Two options were offered.  The first to refurbish and replace out of date hospital buildings on the current site. The second for the development of a new building on donated land on Knowle Lane.  We commended the second option as we considered the existing site too small to provide the needed services –no provision would be made for NHS beds whereas the new site would be adequate for additional services and beds.  The final situation is not clear yet.  This has been a very controversial issue well reported in the press.
The Availability of School Places Locally for Alfold children.
There have been problems and some rising 5’s have been offered places as far away as Ockley.  We took part in a survey aimed at highlighting to SCC educational services the problems and issues experienced in rural areas with school admissions.

Grants:

We have given annual grants to the Parochial Church Council for the Churchyard and Parish Magasine. In addition we have agreed to give £1500 to the Alfold Sports Council towards the essential replacement of damaged paving stones in front of their building and a small grant to the Alfold Bonfire Society towards their annual bonfire evening.  
This year we have again kept the annual precept, i.e. what resident’s pay in Parish Council rates, the same as last years.
Police:
During the year John Hockley has left the position of Neighbourhood Specialist Officer and PC Soulsby was appointed.  But tragically he became seriously ill and died before being able to take up the post.  Alex Woodhall, our Community Support Officer, has been looking after Alfold as well as Dunsfold and Ellens Green which has been hard work and we must thank her.  But we now have a new NSO.  David Hill has very recently been appointed  and we were very pleased to welcome him at the Annual Assembly.
Thanks to our borough councillor Mary Foryszewski and to our County Councillor, Andrew Povey for their advice and support throughout the year.

Alfold Web Site:  A village web site has been set up by residents.  The organisers have offered Alfold PC the facility of using this web site to display our notices, details of all our meetings or other local important meetings; to  highlight current or controversial issues for the village, important consultations and  importantly what actions we are taking about issues.  The issue of communication is vital to us.  We need to hear resident’s views, comments and even complaints. We need and want to involve the community whom we represent. This is an ideal opportunity .Provided authority has been given by the Clerk, Chairman or Vice Chairman important council information will be displayed regularly on the Parish Council page. We will continue to use the parish magasine, notice boards and when appropriate, the press to communicate but using the web site will be important.  Waverley was strongly criticised because although the consultation about housing options was supposed to include all residents they failed to let residents know about it.  In future we will inform residents about such consultations on the web site
Finally and most importantly Lynne Enticknap has remained our Clerk throughout the year and we thank her for all her hard work, support and patience.  Lynne has decided to retire later this summer so this is my last opportunity to record in an annual report our thanks for all her commitment to Alfold over the last  fourteen   years.  

Thank you Lynne!

Jenny Masding
Chairman
